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Task Hazard Analysis
Applying Fertilizer


	NAT: NATURAL RESOURCES

	Forestry

	task
	Applying Fertilizer 

	hazards
	Potential Hazards
	Possible Consequences

	Physical
	· lifting and handling loads

· repetitive motion
	· musculoskeletal injuries

	Chemical
	· corrosive material

· dangerously reactive materials: stable when dry, reactive when wet or heated

· combustible materials: carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, ammonia, nitrogen oxides, phosphorus oxides, cyanuric acid

· release of ammonia gas if heated

· oxidization
	· chemical burns

· skin irritation

· lung damage

· headache

· dizziness

· loss of consciousness

· eye irritation and injuries

· respiratory tract infection

	Biological
	· n/a
	· n/a

	Ergonomic
	· poor or awkward posture

· repetitive movement

· lack of muscular strength and/or endurance

· size and weight of bag
	· musculoskeletal injuries

	Psychological
	· fatigue

· stress
	· inattentiveness

	Pre-operational Safety Checks

	· Inspect the work area for hazards. 

· Inspect tools, equipment, and materials for damage and other hazards. For example, check fertilizer bags for cuts or holes.

· Inspect PPE and replace if required.

· Report any hazards.


	Safe Work Procedure
	Cautions

	1. Put on required PPE. Avoid direct and prolonged exposure to the skin.
2. Use tools and equipment under competent supervision.


3. Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions, precautions, and directions for proper safety.

4. Put away all tools, equipment, and materials in their proper storage areas. 


5. Keep your work area clean as you work and make sure to clean up when you are done. Contain and clean up spills immediately.


6. Establish handwashing practices.
	· Do not wear contact lenses.
· Contain and clean up spills immediately.
· Prevent entry of spills into waterways.
· Avoid direct and prolonged exposure to the skin.
· Teach students to use proper lifting techniques. For example, always bend at the knees when lifting a load.

	REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATION IMMEDIATELY!

If an emergency occurs while completing any task or the tool or equipment malfunctions, shut off the power immediately, follow the lock-out procedure, and get help.
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