Guiding Voices Development Tool: 

A Tool for Including First Nation, Métis and Inuit Perspectives 
This holistic development tool is supported by Guiding Voices: An Evaluation Tool for Including First Nation, Métis and Inuit Perspectives. Please review the criteria for each big idea and the related essential understandings before addressing the considerations and questions.
	Title:

	Subject and Grade Level
	

	Essential Understanding

	Guiding Question(s)

	Learning Outcome(s)


Big Idea: Relationships
Essential Understanding: Interconnectedness of All Living Things 
	Criteria

	Relationships are dynamic and interconnected. The resource includes First Nations, Métis and Inuit understandings of the balance among all things (animate and inanimate) in the world within appropriate contexts.
· All relationships in the universe are dynamic and interconnected. 

· All things in the universe are related and influence each other.

· Kinship exists between all animate and inanimate things in the universe.

· Humanity has relationships to all things in the universe.

· Women are seen as connected to the land with a sense of place without inclusion of stereotypical representations (e.g., as docile and limited to domestic situations completing menial work).

· Men are presented in terms of their relationship of balance with women through consultation with one another, without stereotypical representations (e.g., as the lone decision maker and provider for the family). 

· Children are presented as

· gifts from the Creator

· a central part of the family and an identified reason for being

· a hope for the future and continuity of culture and community

· unique individuals with specific gifts and talents

· a link between the past and the future

	Identify the criteria met. 

· How is the criteria met in the development of the concept of the interconnection of all living things?

· Will exploration of this concept require additional or supplementary information and supports? 
· If there is an absence of criteria, does it misrepresent the concept?

	Notes (text box is expandable)


Big Idea: Language, Cultural Identity and Voice

Essential Understanding: Descriptive Language and Identity; Acknowledgement of Voice in Contributions 
	Criteria 

	Language, cultural identity and voice are elements of identity; a sense of belonging; and the roles of women, men and children. The resource includes the beliefs, traditions, contributions and practices of First Nations, Métis and Inuit with contextually appropriate language, cultural identity and voice. 
Descriptive Language and Identity

· Language and terminology reflects respect for the diversity of people in appropriate contexts. 

· Names of First Nations, Métis, Inuit, Aboriginal and Indigenous peoples are used with respect and not labelled in an inauthentic manner; e.g., using language that is generic (Aboriginal, Native) or denigrating (Indian, Eskimo, half-breed, mixed blood, squaw, buck).

· Respect for the significance of naming and earning a name is evident (e.g., traditional names, role names, ceremonial names, nicknames).

Acknowledgement of Voice in Contributions 

· First-person voice is acknowledged when individuals who share their personal experiences, beliefs, values and traditions are credited by name and affiliation.
· Credit is given to First Nations, Métis, Inuit, Aboriginal and Indigenous individuals and groups who share teachings of personal experiences, beliefs, values and traditions and not referred to anonymously or in an inauthentic manner (e.g., including a person’s or community’s story and name without consultation).

· Traditional and contemporary Indigenous knowledge and technologies are respected and acknowledged.
· Ways of living, such as trade and commerce and clothing and lodging, are appropriately identified and historically accurate.

	Identify the criteria met. 

· How is the criteria met in the development of concept of respecting language, cultural identity and voice? 
· Will words, visuals or audio content used require additional or supplementary information and supports?

· If there is an absence of criteria, does it misrepresent the concept?

	Notes (text box is expandable)


Big Idea: Experiences and Worldviews

Essential Understanding: Cultural Authenticity; Indigenous Knowledge and Pedagogy
	Criteria 

	Experiences and worldviews of Indigenous peoples demonstrate a holistic perspective of the world. The resource includes the experiences and worldviews of First Nations, Métis and Inuit in appropriate contexts.
Cultural Authenticity

· Cultural authenticity is reflected by accurately presenting values and belief systems of individuals and groups in contemporary and historical contexts.

· Experiences and worldviews are shared in appropriate contexts. For example:

· in the presentation of events, sources and references

· the historical contact with European peoples (avoiding assumptions, such as Columbus and other Europeans “discovered” North America)

· views on important issues, such as treaties and the settlement of North America
· Representations portraying First Nations, Métis, Inuit, Aboriginal and Indigenous people as wards of the state or in romanticized images, such as noble savages or Indian princesses, are not authentic, accurate or appropriate portrayals.

· First Nations, Métis, Inuit, Aboriginal and Indigenous people and communities are presented as independent, distinct, sustainable and self-sufficient. 

· The meanings and significance of diverse cultural and sacred items are accurately and contextually presented (e.g., eagle feather, tobacco).

· Sacred rituals and ceremonies (e.g., Sun Dance, sweat lodge, night lodge) and protocols are treated respectfully and only shared where and when contextually appropriate.

· Sacred stories are shared with respect and in appropriate context following protocol.

Indigenous Knowledge and Pedagogy   
· Traditional and contemporary Indigenous knowledge, technologies and pedagogies are respected. 

· The significance of Indigenous knowledge and its connections to a particular region and people is acknowledged in such topic areas as:

· agriculture (e.g., the diversity of resourcefulness, the practice of giving back to the land and taking from it when resources are available for ceremonies)

· commerce (e.g., the pemmican trade) 

· ecology (e.g., reciprocity, as in the respect for plants, animals and the land)

· geography (Writing-on-stone, ookotoks, John d’Or prairie) 

· governance (e.g., consensus model, treaty area authorizes, Métis Settlement General Council)

· Indigenous pedagogy

· kinship (e.g., the sense of identity and belonging)

· law and order (e.g., peace keeps societies) 

· medicine (e.g., well-being, herbs, holistic, diet, teachable in schools, greening projects, organic)

· philosophy (e.g., all things are related, the physical and spiritual worlds are connected)

· spirituality (e.g., beliefs and values of Indigenous inquiry)

· technology (e.g., mapping of landscapes, the use of tipi rings and star reading to determine location)

	Identify the criteria met. 

· How are these criteria met in the development of the concept experiences and worldviews? 
· Are there representations or perspectives that require additional or supplementary information and support?

· If there is an absence of criteria, does it misrepresent the concept?

	Notes (text box is expandable)


Big Idea: Ancestors, Time and Place

Essential Understanding: Origins and a sense of place; Contemporary Perspectives of Histories; Involvement by First Nations, Métis, Inuit and Indigenous Peoples

	Criteria 

	The resource includes accurate and contextually appropriate origins and histories and the historical and contemporary contributions of First Nations, Métis and Inuit.
Origins and a Sense of Place
· Ancestral knowledge, oral histories, stories and traditions are authentically and appropriately reflected.

· The knowledge and wisdom of Elders, Knowledge Keepers and ceremonialists is honoured.

· A diversity of perspectives regarding origins is presented rather than emphasizing a single concept of understanding, such as First Peoples migrated to North America via the Bering Strait.

· Origins and peoples’ connections to the land and sense of place are accurately and authentically acknowledged.

· A sense of place is reflected as more than a location through traditional knowledge, protocols, scientific and traditional perspectives regarding the use of land.

Contemporary Perspectives of Histories

· Diverse perspectives of the impacts of historical events are presented.

· Indigenous pedagogy and ways of knowing are respected and appropriately reflected in contemporary contexts.

· There is accurate and authentic representation of First Peoples’ histories prior to the arrival of the Europeans.

· Information about treaties is reflective of their spirit and intent as well as their sacred nature.

· Histories, perspectives and actions are authentically presented and examined indicating how they have led to opportunities, challenges, conflicts and agreements. 

· The historical and contemporary contributions of Indigenous peoples to Alberta, Canada and the rest of the world are authentically and contextually presented with respectful acknowledgement. 

· A diversity of leaders, role models, communities and places is presented. 

· The roles of kinship, clans and traditional societies are accurately presented. 

Involvement of Indigenous Peoples

· The involvement of appropriate Elders, Knowledge Keepers, storytellers, ceremonialists, cultural experts and recognized members of Indigenous communities in the development and validation of the curriculum is evident through accreditation and documentation.  

· Stories, ceremonies, teachings, values and protocols are presented respectfully, authentically and appropriately to reflect a diversity of truths and perspectives. 

	Identify the criteria met. 

· How are these criteria met in the development of the concept of ancestors, time and place? 

· Is there content or perspectives that require additional or supplementary information and support? 
· If there is an absence of criteria, does it misrepresent the concept?

	Notes (text box is expandable)
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