Planning Guide: Equality and Inequality

Learning Activities

Sample Activities for Teaching Equations and Inequalities

1.
Story Problems

Read the following story problems to students and have them use manipulatives to solve the problem. Reread the problems and have them draw pictures to help solve the problems. Then have students write the equations that could be used to solve the problems.

· There are eight girls and seven boys in the classroom.  


How many students are in the classroom altogether?

· There are 18 people eating in a restaurant. 


Five people leave. How many are left in the restaurant?

2.
Balance Equations

Give students the following problems and ask, "Will the balance tilt?" In the middle of the balance, students write the symbol to complete the number sentence (<, > or =).

3 + 2                            8


5 + 7                          6 + 6


 

4 + 8                       2 + 9
3 + 9                          7 + 5





3.
Complete the Number Sentence

For each of the following, have students write an expression (either a whole number or a combination of numbers showing an operation) to complete the number sentence.

4 + 2 = ________


_______ = 7 + 11

5 + 3 = ________


_______ = 8 + 10

Do the same questions with not equal to symbols. Accept many different correct answers.

4.
Complete the Inequalities

Have students write an expression (either a whole number or a combination of numbers showing an operation) to complete these inequalities:


______> 5 + 2

7 + 1 < ____​​___

4 + 7 > ______

_______ < 7 + 7

Accept many different correct answers for each.

5.
Flash Cards

Create cards with number sentences, like flash cards. Ask students to tell you whether the sentences are correct or not. If they are not correct, ask how we could correct them.

7 = 3 + 4                     10 – 3 = 7      

10 + 5 = 15


6 = 9 – 4


6.
Equations

Working in pairs, have students write as many different equations as possible for a number from 1 to 20. For example, one pair may have the number 13 and write the following: 
13 = 1 + 12


13 = 2 + 11


13 = 3 + 10 and so on.


































Look For …


Do students:


complete the inequality appropriately?











Look For …


Do students:


identify the key ingredients in the equation from the story?


draw appropriate addends for the story?
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