Planning Guide: 2-D Shapes

Sample Activity 4: Creating Models of 2-D Shapes
Students can make shapes from glue, yarn, string, paper, pipe cleaners, Plasticine, straws, stir sticks or mini marshmallows and toothpicks. Other manipulatives that assist students in their modelling of 2-D shapes are geoboards and pegboards. Note that circles are the one shape that students cannot easily construct.

A transparent geoboard overhead is a good means of studying shapes whose orientations have changed. Students can be asked to replicate a figure from one geoboard on another. They can then learn to make figures on geoboards from a diagram on a card. This is more complicated if the dots representing the nails or pegs are not shown. For students to do this successfully, some may need help learning how to identify the vertices and mark them, or pick a starting point and move systematically from that point to all others in the figure. Making a paper copy of a design that is on a geoboard is yet another skill that students can learn. 
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