Planning Guide: Measurement

Sample Structured Interview: Assessing Prior Knowledge and Skills

	Name:

Directions
	Date: 

	
	 Not Quite There
	 Ready to Apply

	Place two boxes of different shapes (not nesting boxes) in front of the student. It is best if these boxes are also of obviously different weights. Have in view and accessible to the student items that can be used to measure the capacity, such as rice or beans, and small containers that could be used to transfer these items to the boxes. Also, have some items that could be used as nonstandard units for measuring the areas, such as cards, photos or dominoes. Ask the student, "How many ways can you measure and compare these boxes?" 
If the student does not seem to know how to respond, probe with, "Can you show me in as many ways as you can how these boxes are different?"

The necessary prerequisites for the Grade 2 measurement concepts are in linear measure and mass; however, the expectations for Grade 1 include knowledge of filling and covering for capacity and area, as well as mass and linear measure. So if your student has gaps in these aspects of measurement, it would be worthwhile providing opportunities to remedy those gaps before the end of Grade 2.

	· Doesn’t understand how to compare the boxes by measurements, only compares their colour.

· Compares length, width and/or height only by matching.

· Compares weight only by lifting them one in each hand or one after the other.


	· Compares mass/weight and linear measures of at least two of width, height ("taller/shorter") and length.

· May compare capacity by filling the smaller looking box with rice or beans; then transferring them into the larger looking box to check if there is still room in the box for more.

· If the student also compares the surface area of the lid of the box or the bottom by covering it with units, you have a student who has very well developed measurement concepts/skills.
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