Planning Guide: Place Value to 100


Sample Structured Interview: Assessing Prior Knowledge and Skills

Number Sense, Specific Outcome 7: Place Value

	Directions
	Date:

	
	Not Quite There
	Ready to Apply

	Give the student a bag or pile of items such as 49 counters, and ask the student to count them.

Ask the student to write the numeral for the amount.
	Counts these randomly by ones.

Numeral may be written backwards, such as 94 for 49, or not at all.
	Organizes counters into groups of ten and the left over ones and can easily recount or check the count.

Writes numeral for number with correct tens and ones digits.

	Ask the student:

What number is ten more than this number?

What number is ten less than this number?
	Counts on fingers or with counters or refers to the hundred chart or other aids in the room such as a number line.
	Readily responds with the correct number for ten more and ten less based upon place value knowledge and can demonstrate by adding a ten stick, not ten units.

	Ask the student to make 4 ten sticks. Then set out 3 more cubes. Ask how many cubes are there now.
	If the response is 7, you know the student is not ready to see groups of cubes as both one and ten things simultaneously (Van de Walle and Lovin 2006, p. 125).
	Replies 43 directly or counts: 10, 20, 30, 40, 41, 42, 43.

	On a work space, show 45 tiles lined up in tens and ones. Ask the student, "How many tiles are there?" Then move all the tiles into a pile. Ask the student, "How many tiles are there now?"
	Although the student may respond without counting by ones that there are 45 tiles, when presented with the second question he or she begins to recount the tiles by ones or twos. The student may not understand conservation of number yet and definitely does not understand the notion of equivalencies.
	Responds without counting by ones that there are 45 tiles and recognizes without counting that after the rearranging of the tiles, there are still 45.
This notion of equivalencies is essential for many computational strategies (Van de Walle and Lovin 2006, p. 125).



Kathy Richardson in Assessing Math Concepts: Grouping Tens (2002) provides a complex interview using three categories: needs instruction, needs practice or ready to apply. She includes more questions than those in the previous chart. 
www.LearnAlberta.ca 

Page 1 of 1
© 2008 Alberta Education

