Planning Guide: Capacity

Sample Activity 2: Using a Combination of Smaller Containers to Fill a 1 L Container


Provide the students with a variety of labelled containers; some that have a capacity less than 1 L and some that have a capacity of 1 L. Each container has its capacity written on it.

Have the students sort the containers into two groups and label each group, explaining their sorting rules. Guide the students to sort the containers into a group labelled 1 L containers and another group labelled containers less than 1 L.
Have the students predict which of the smaller containers would hold the same amount of liquid as the 1 L container and explain their reasoning. Encourage the students to estimate the sum of the capacities of various containers. Then have the students check their estimates by filling the smaller containers with water, sand or rice and pouring the contents into the 1 L container.













































Look For (


Do students:


define capacity in their own words?


describe the essential characteristics of capacity?


create a problem that applies the concept of capacity?


use visuals to show capacity?


provide examples of where capacity is used in the real world?


provide non-examples of capacity in the real world; i.e., distinguish among perimeter, area and capacity examples? 
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