Planning Guide: Capacity

Sample Activity 2: Direct Comparison of Capacities

This activity adapted from W. George Cathcart, Yvonne M. Pothier and James H. Vance, Learning Mathematics in Elementary and Middle Schools (2nd ed.) (Scarborough, ON: Prentice Hall Allyn and Bacon Canada, 1997), p. 215. Used with permission of Pearson Canada.

Hold up two empty containers. Choose two containers, ensuring that one container fits inside the other container. Ask the students to predict which container holds more. Then place one container inside the other container to show which container holds more and to check the predictions.

Have the students suggest other containers that could be used to compare the capacities directly. Then guide the discussion to the idea that for many containers the capacities cannot be compared directly; therefore, indirect comparison must be used.
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