Planning Guide: Capacity

Sample Activity 3: Indirect Comparison of Capacities

Hold up two empty containers. Choose two containers, ensuring that one container does not fit inside the other container. Ask the students for suggestions as to how they could compare the capacities of these two containers. Guide the discussion to include the following ways to compare the capacities of the two containers indirectly: 
· Fill one container with water, sand or rice and pour the contents into the other container to see if it fills, overflows or does not fill this container.

· Use nonstandard units such as liquid medicine cups or small yogurt containers and count how many of these nonstandard units are needed to fill each of the containers.
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