Planning Guide: Fractions

Sample Activity 9: Comparing Fractions by Using Equivalent Fractions (Comparing Fractions)
Build on students' understanding of various ways to compare 
fractions  such as using benchmarks or analyzing fractions with 
the same denominator but different numerators. Review equivalent 
fractions and explain that equivalent fractions can be used to order 
fractions when the denominators of the fractions are different.
Present the students with the following problem.

Problem:
Explain whether 
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 of a given pizza is larger. Explain 
your thinking.

Have the students explore various ways to solve the problem and 
then encourage them to share their ideas with the entire class. Capitalize on the discussion involving equivalent fractions. If no students use equivalent fractions to solve the problem, ask them to suggest how equivalent fractions could be used to compare these two fractions.
Guide the discussion to show that each fraction can be written as an equivalent fraction with a denominator of 40. When the denominators of each fraction are the same, then encourage the students to use their background knowledge to compare the fractions by looking at the numerators.
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Answer to the problem:
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of a pizza is greater than 
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of the same pizza.

Provide the student with other problems that require the comparison of fractions.

Problem:
Johnny eats two sixths of a cake and Lori eats one third of the same cake. Who eats more cake or do they eat the same amount? Explain by using diagrams and symbols.

Problem:
Would you rather have 
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 of a cake or 
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 of the same cake? Explain by using diagrams and symbols.













































Look For …


Do students:


apply their understanding of equivalent fractions to solve a problem requiring the comparison of fractions?


apply the rule for creating a set of equivalent fractions using the correct symbols? 


clearly explain the process used for comparing fractions?
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