Planning Guide: Quadrilaterals

Sample Activity 5: Property Lists for Quadrilaterals

This activity adapted from John A. Van de Walle, LouAnn H. Lovin, Teaching Student-Centered Mathematics: Grades 3–5, 1e (p. 226). Published by Allyn and Bacon, Boston, MA. Copyright © 2006 by Pearson Education. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.

Provide the students with three or four examples of a given quadrilateral; e.g., a rhombus. Have the students work in groups to find as many properties of the given quadrilateral that they can. Explain that each property listed must apply to all the diagrams of the quadrilateral provided to them. Blackline masters 30 to 33 for this activity are available from the Web site at http://www.ablongman.com/vandewalleseries.

A sample is provided below.


Rhombuses



Properties of sides:

Properties of angles:

Properties of symmetry: 

Properties of diagonals:














































Look For …


Do students:


list properties for a given quadrilateral by examining the similarities of a given group of diagrams?


explain how each property listed applies to all the diagrams in a given group?
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