Planning Guide: Factors and Multiples

Sample Activity 4: Open and Closed Sorts
Provide students with some numbers from the set of whole numbers, 0 to 100.  

Open Sort

Have students sort the numbers into groups and explain the sorting rule. Encourage students to show the relationships among the numbers by using Venn diagrams.

Closed Sort

Provide the sorting categories for students, such as primes and composites. Have students sort the numbers into the categories provided and explain why each number belongs to a certain category.





































Look For …


Do students:


correctly classify the numbers and explain the rules for sorting?


exhibit flexibility in classifying the numbers in more than one way?  


correctly explain why a given number belongs in a specific category?
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