Planning Guide: Integers

Sample Activity 3: Compare Whole Number and Integer Multiplication
Have the students work in pairs or groups to identify the similarities and differences between the multiplication of whole numbers and the multiplication of integers.

Some similarities could include: 

Multiplying whole numbers and multiplying integers:

· are operations using multiplication facts

· can be represented with manipulatives and diagrams

· include the use of the commutative and associative properties for multiplication

· are used to check division

· have the identity element of one.

Some differences could include:

· In multiplying whole numbers, the product is always greater than or equal to at least one of the numbers being multiplied; whereas the product of integers may be less than any of the integers being multiplied.

· The product of whole numbers is always a whole number; whereas the product of integers includes whole numbers as well as negative products.

· When multiplying whole numbers, only one product is equal to 1; whereas when multiplying integers two products are equal to 1.
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