Planning Guide: Percents

Ways to Address Gaps in Learning
Activity: Have the students who are having difficulties review some basic fraction concepts and then relate them to decimals and percents. For example:

a. If this strip represents one whole, find one half, one quarter, three fifths and five quarters. What percents do these fractions represent?


b. If this rectangle is one quarter, what would the whole look like? What percent is the original rectangle of the whole?


c. If this rectangle represents three fourths of the whole, draw a shape that could be the     whole. What percentage is the original rectangle of the whole?



d. What fraction of the big square does the small square represent? What percent is this? 


e. What fraction of the big square does the small square represent below? What percent is this?

This activity adapted from John A. Van de Walle, LouAnn H. Lovin, Teaching Student-Centered Mathematics: Grades 5–8, 1e (pp. 71, 72). Published by Allyn and Bacon, Boston, MA. Copyright © 2006 by Pearson Education. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.
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