
Examining Interpretations of Cultures

Topic of anthropologist’s report: __________________________

How sensitive is the anthropologist in interpreting or explaining the practices in another culture?

Extreme


Moderate


Cross-cultural


Moderate


Extreme

ethnocentrism

ethnocentrism


sensitivity


radical 



radical












uniqueness


uniqueness

<
>

	Ethnocentrism
	Cross-cultural Sensitivity
	Radical Uniqueness

	Our culture’s concepts and beliefs provide the tools to explain practices in other cultures. We can understand other cultures by interpreting their practices and beliefs though our cultural lenses.
	Recognizes cultural differences, is aware of the dangers in interpreting a culture using concepts from outside the culture and is careful to interpret to the extent that the concepts are appropriate to the culture.
	No culture’s concepts and beliefs can explain practices in other cultures. Understanding of other cultures is not possible because every culture is unique.

	
	
	


Adapted from Ruth Sandwell et al. Early Contact and Settlement in New France (Vancouver, BC: The Critical Thinking Consortium, 2002), pp. 33–60. Permission granted by The Critical Thinking Consortium for use by Alberta teachers.
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