
Lesson Material

Understanding Our Rights and Responsibilities

The Citizenship Commission is an organization that supports new Canadians as they prepare to take the Oath of Citizenship. They have asked local Grade 6 students to participate in a reception prior to an upcoming citizenship ceremony to help new citizens understand their rights and freedoms under the Charter. 

They are asking students to develop a product or performance that would

· identify and explain individual and collective rights and freedoms protected by the Charter

· describe the three most important ways citizens can act responsibly in a representative democracy

· give reasons why these three examples of responsible citizenship are the most important. When supporting the choices, consider the following criteria for each action:
· will be feasible for the average Canadian

· will make an important contribution in the functioning of the democratic system 

· will help to ensure that the rights of Canadians are respected.
· communicate information in a respectful manner that will be understandable to new Canadians.

Students can select from a variety of media to prepare their products/presentations. Each product or performance must make use of technology in some way. Students may choose from any of the following:

· poster
· pamphlet

· video of an advertisement for television

· newsletter for a local school or community league 

· Web site page 

· electronic slide show 

· dramatic performance. 

The citizenship ceremony will be held on _________________. The Citizenship Commission is looking forward to your participation in this important event.
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