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Participants watch a short video on a student’s experience that points to the importance of including First Nation, Métis and Inuit culture, perspectives and experiences in classrooms. After hearing about the development of the resource, participants watch a demonstration of the use of Walking Together and then explore the resource on their own.

Materials: Internet access for each participant.

Handout: Introduction to Walking Together (included at the end of this document)
Activity 1: Introduction to Walking Together
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Show the video of Lois Edge (3:37 minutes) in the Respecting Wisdom section of Healing Historical Trauma. Of Gwich’in, Cree and Métis roots, Lois shares a poignant story of her disconnection from identity as a young student.

Use the handout Introduction to Walking Together to review the purpose and structure of the resource. Alternatively, show the electronic slide show introduction to Walking Together. Point out the importance of the collaborative process used for developing this resource.

Activity 2: Demonstration of Walking Together
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Display the home screen and play the introduction video (approx. 4 minutes). 

Demonstrate how to navigate in the resource by using these features:

· home button
· Talking Together discussion guide and Index
· Interactive Map

· stone circle of 12 topic areas

· sections for each topic area
· Beginning Together

· Respecting Wisdom

· Observing Practice

· Making Connections
Activity 3: Exploration of Walking Together 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Encourage participants to explore the resource, including the Interactive Map and Talking Together. Remind participants that the index allows them to search for information specific to local First Nations, Métis or Inuit communities.

Reconvene as a whole group. Use these questions to guide the discussion:
· What did you learn?
· What surprised you?
· How does this resource help you include First Nation, Métis and Inuit perspectives, culture and experiences into your teaching practice?
· What are your next steps?
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About the Resource

Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum was designed to 

· show the holistic nature of First Nations, Métis and Inuit ways of knowing 

· provide an opportunity to share perspectives on topics raised in consultations with First Nation, Métis and Inuit communities 

· demonstrate First Nation, Métis and Inuit perspectives in teaching and learning experiences

Talking Together is a discussion guide that accompanies the resource. 

Consultation Cycle for Walking Together
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FNMI Resource Review Principles 

These principles are adapted from the Western and Northern Canadian Protocol Guidelines:

· First Nations, Métis and Inuit persons knowledgeable of the culture and content participate in development and/or validation/approval of resources.

· Presentation of the traditions and experiences of First Nations, Métis and Inuit through word and image is placed in an appropriate context so as to be culturally authentic and historically accurate rather than romanticized.

· Accurate contemporary and traditional information and images are presented in order to show that First Nations, Métis and Inuit and their cultures are dynamic, diverse and evolving.

Images and Design

Design decisions for this resource are the result of many discussions with First Nations, Métis and Inuit advisory groups.

The changing background landscapes on the Home Page speak to the changing, dynamic nature of First Nations, Métis and Inuit cultures.

The leather-motif header with glyphs inspired by rock art pictographs visually acknowledges and honours tradition in this contemporary technological setting. 

The circle of stones used as navigation buttons to the topic areas conveys traditional meanings:

· The circle indicates that all things are equal, that we share the world with others.

· The circle connects to the medicine wheels and tipi rings found across Alberta, indicating a sharing of place-based knowledge.

· Rock and stones, considered to be the “old ones,” carry story and information; in both a figurative and qualitative sense, they pass knowledge on to those who have the gift and who are willing to listen.

Topic Areas and Sections 
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Beginning Together

Interactive screens introduce the topic
through a classroom or
an educational scenario.

Respecting Wisdom
Six short videos present interviews with
Elders, Knowledge Keepers, cultural
advisors and community members.

Observing Practice

Avideo illustrates inclusion of First Nations,

culture and

perspectives in a variety of leaming
‘and teaching settings.

Exploring Connections

Web links, documents and videos provide
understanding of First Nation, Métis and Inuit
perspectives and experience

‘and strengthening teaching practices.





Overview Workshop


Introduction to Walking Together


Total Time: Approx. 1 to 2 hours





Time: Approx. 15 minutes





Time: Approx. 15 minutes





Time: Approx. 30 to 60 minutes








Introduction to Walking Together





2006 Stage 1: Initiation


First Nations, Métis and Inuit community representatives suggest the establishment of a culturally authentic and historically accurate resource to help educators understand First Nations, Metis and Inuit perspectives.





2006–2007 Stage 2: Research


Consultation with First Nations, Métis and Inuit community representatives across Alberta results in development of topic areas and gathering of resource content. 








2009 Stage 3: Planning


A program plan is presented to the First Nations, Métis and Inuit Advisory Committee for feedback and suggestions.





2009–2011 Stage 4: Development


Collaborative development of the resource proceeds with contributions from First Nations, Métis and Inuit community members.








2011–2012 Stage 5: Verification


The draft resource is shared with First Nations, Métis and Inuit community members and contributors for review of authenticity and accuracy.





2012 Stage 6: Maintenance


Consultation with First Nations, Métis and Inuit community members continues in order to ensure that resource content is culturally authentic and historically accurate.
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