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Looking for ways to promote exploration of this resource? Here are 21 messages that invite educators and community members to find out more about Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum. These messages can be used in electronic or print communications to school staff, district staff, school councils and community members. 
	Resource Introduction

What is Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum? This digital resource from Alberta Education provides authentic information in 12 topic areas: worldviews, oral tradition, Elders, symbolism and traditions, connection to land, Indigenous pedagogy, culture and language, well-being, traditional environmental knowledge, kinship, Aboriginal and treaty rights, and healing historical trauma. Each topic area features interviews with well-respected and knowledgeable Elders, cultural experts and educators. If you wish to increase your knowledge of First Nations, Métis and Inuit cultures, begin at the home screen of Walking Together, select Worldviews, and explore by moving clockwise around the circle of stones. 
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	Resource Overview 1

Are you looking for ideas to encourage attendance of First Nations, Métis and Inuit students? We realize we cannot address all the factors that impact attendance for First Nation, Métis and Inuit students, but we can make an effort. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education is filled with cultural information, Indigenous practices and pedagogical approaches that will support district-wide or school-based approaches for improving student attendance. For a sample from this resource, listen to the late Métis Elder Victor Prinz speak about educating children. This interview is located in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Indigenous Pedagogy topic area.
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	Resource Overview 2

What does First Nations, Métis and Inuit infusion of content and perspectives look like in the classroom? Including First Nations, Métis and Inuit perspectives, experiences and content in the curriculum is not a checklist of activities and factoids but an experience in itself. 
It is a way for all stakeholders to see themselves as part of the educational experience, to claim ownership of the process and to benefit their local community and Canadian society in general. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides many opportunities for educators to learn more about infusion and carry it into their educational settings. For a sample from this resource, hear Ellery Starlight explain the significance of wearing traditional braids. This interview is located in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Symbolism and Traditions topic area.
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	Resource Overview 3

How can parent and community involvement contribute to positive student experiences and achievement? There are many teachers, both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, who are currently experiencing success including First Nations, Métis and Inuit topics, culture and pedagogical approaches in their classrooms. As a result, an increased number of Indigenous parents and community members are taking a more active role in their children’s schooling. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides many of these innovative classroom examples. For a sample from this resource, view the video Caslan Dancers, which shows the positive effects from introducing Métis dance and fiddling to Caslan School. This video is located in the Exploring Connections section of the Symbolism and Traditions topic area.
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	Resource Overview 4

All First Nations, Métis and Inuit in Alberta have their own terms of self-identification. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education includes video interviews with well-respected and knowledgeable Elders, cultural experts and educators, all of whom self-identify using their own terms. To see these video interviews, go to the Respecting Wisdom sections of the resource. Each section offers six short videos with information on the cultural affiliation of the speaker and the location of their cultural group. For a sample from this resource, hear the late Métis Elder Marge Friedel speak on the importance of respecting different worldviews in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Worldviews topic area.
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	Worldviews

Would you like to learn how to appropriately approach a First Nations, Métis or Inuit Elder with a request? Do you want more information on the significance of tobacco and on how to honour reciprocity through gift-giving? 
These are all aspects of protocols, or rules of etiquette, and because they are unique to each local area, it is wise to connect with someone from the community who knows the local protocols. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides many examples and practical ways of respecting and honouring the various and distinctive protocols throughout the First Nation, Métis and Inuit communities in Alberta. For a sample from this resource, hear Audrey Weasel Traveller speak about protocols integral to respectful relationships within First Nations, Métis or Inuit communities. This interview is located in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Worldviews topic area.
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	Oral Tradition

How could First Nations, Métis and Inuit storytelling methods enhance learning in the classroom? Oral tradition is one of the most effective ways of transmitting knowledge, skills and values. The traditional cultural values conveyed through stories are a powerful means of instilling pride and identity for First Nation, Métis and Inuit children. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education contains examples of teachers integrating traditional storytelling into their classroom practices to enhance learning for all students. For a sample from this resource, listen to Billy Joe Laboucan, Cree linguist and storyteller, speak on how origin stories connect people to the land. This interview is located in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Oral Tradition topic area.
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	Elders

Why and when would a First Nation, Métis or Inuit Elder be invited into a classroom? Elders can have a very positive role in developing an understanding of Indigenous culture and perspectives. Elders can provide knowledge and support to both students and teachers about traditional teachings and issues impacting Indigenous people. Because each Elder holds specialized knowledge, teachers will want to work with someone from the local community who knows the Elders and the appropriate protocols (rules of etiquette) to follow for contact and invitation. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education contains examples of teachers integrating local Elders into their classroom practices. For a sample from this resource, see interviews with educators in the Westaskiwin School District in the video Elders in the Classroom. This video is located in the Exploring Connections section of the Elders topic area.
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	Symbolism and Traditions 1

In most Indigenous languages, there is no word for “art” because art is regarded as a “way of being” in the Indigenous worldview. Music, dance, drama and visual arts are some of the ways to connect with and engage First Nation, Métis and Inuit students. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides excellent examples of practicing teachers who are using art to include First Nation, Métis and Inuit  perspectives and aspects of culture into their classrooms. For a sample from this resource, watch the video Infusion Through Art to see how students and teachers explore culture and identity through various art forms. This video is located in the Observing Practice section of the Symbolism and Traditions topic area.
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	Symbolism and Traditions 2

Today, First Nations, Métis and Inuit storytellers use a variety of approaches to tell their stories. Carl Brave Rock, a Blackfoot playwright, actor and rapper, speaks about belonging to a “long line of storytellers” that just happen to be living in a “different time.” Today he can use various ways to tell a story through “cameras, music, stage and any kind of technology.” It’s not just “sitting around a campfire anymore, but it’s still storytelling.” The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education highlights many contemporary Aboriginal storytellers. For a sample from this resource, watch the video Young Artists and listen to singers, musicians, dancers and visual artists discuss the significance of traditions and symbols in their work. This video is located in the Exploring Connections section of the Symbolism and Traditions topic area.
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	Connection to Land

Upon whose traditional territory are you standing on at this moment? Explore the interactive map in the digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education to find out which group traditionally occupied the land your school is situated on. Consider a respectful way to acknowledge and honour the original peoples of the land. Walking Together provides many more examples and stories of the connection of First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples to their traditional lands. 
To use the interactive map, go to the home page of Walking Together and select the icon of the map in the top right corner.
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	Indigenous Pedagogy 1

What tried and true approaches to education have Inuit, Métis and First Nations people been using for generations? Exploratory learning, listening, modelling, storytelling and interdisciplinary approaches are a few Indigenous approaches that help teachers differentiate instruction for the benefit of all students. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education is filled with ideas and resources for teachers who want to enhance their current teaching practices. For a sample from this resource, listen to educators in the Westaskiwin School District talk about support for First Nations, Métis and Inuit perspectives in the video Supporting First Nation, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in the Classroom. This video is located in the Exploring Connections section of the Indigenous Pedagogy topic area. 
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	Indigenous Pedagogy 2

Between 2006 and 2011, the Aboriginal population in Canada increased at a rate almost four times higher than the non-Aboriginal population. While the rate of increase has slowed, the Aboriginal growth rate is still higher than the non-Aboriginal growth rate. Currently, too many First Nation, Métis and Inuit students in our communities are not engaged by school, so they drop out. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education can assist educators in learning about First Nation, Métis and Inuit perspectives, ways of knowing and pedagogical approaches. This knowledge will help educators engage First Nation, Métis and Inuit students and enhance learning for all students. For a sample from this resource, watch the video Beyond a Pedagogy of Fort in which Dr. Dwayne Donald and students at the University of Alberta discuss teaching and learning from Indigenous perspectives. This video is located in the Observing Practice section of the Indigenous Pedagogy topic area.
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	Culture and Language

Talking about First Nations, Métis and Inuit cultures in Alberta is like talking about a wide variety of Asian, European or African cultures; each culture includes a range of nations, customs, traditions, languages and perspectives. In the digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education, members of the rich and diverse Indigenous cultures in Alberta share their individual perspectives and demonstrate their uniqueness. 
For a sample of this resource, view a video of Cree Elder Edwin Yellowbird speaking about the significance of the circle. This video is located in the Exploring Connections section of the Culture and Language topic area.
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	Well-being

Some of the most successful teachers of First Nations, Métis and Inuit students are the ones who have taken the time to build positive relationships. Approaches to building relationships include knowing local protocols (rules of etiquette), extending a hand of friendship, and becoming involved in the local community activities. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides information on supporting the well-being of Aboriginal children and their communities. For a sample from this resource, listen to the late Victor Prinz, a Métis Elder, speak about how members of healthy communities live and play together. This interview is located in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Well-being topic area.
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	Traditional Environmental Knowledge

Why is traditional environmental knowledge (TEK) so valued by industry, education and government? For centuries, Indigenous Elders and participating observers in the natural environment have been passing down knowledge gained from their connections to the land. This knowledge is held by respected Elders and community members, who offer perspectives and wisdom that ensure the longevity of a healthy environment. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides background perspectives on how TEK can be used in the classroom to teach our students sustainability and stewardship so that future generations may enjoy these great lands. For a sample from this resource, hear Kainai Elder Wilton Goodstriker speak about working with developers to protect the land. This interview is located in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Traditional Environmental Knowledge topic area.
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	Kinship

Historically, many Indigenous peoples lived within a clan system in which close bonds were formed between young and old. According to Blackfoot Elder Wilton Goodstriker, while parents were primarily responsible for teaching daily living skills to their children, it was the grandparents’ main role to instill cultural values in the children. 
The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides many more teachings on the importance of extended families within communities. For a sample from the resource, hear Theresa Strawberry speak about her granddaughter’s understanding that she has two mothers and two fathers. This interview is located in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Kinship topic area.


[image: image18]

	Aboriginal and Treaty Rights 1

Ongoing land claim issues drain financial resources and people’s energies in many First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities, making it difficult to focus on developing needed infrastructure and community programs. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides information on historical Aboriginal and treaty rights and includes interviews with people involved with these issues. For a sample from this resource, hear Siksika Elder Andrew Bear Robe speak about treaty issues and legislation. This interview is located in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Aboriginal and Treaty Rights topic area.
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	Aboriginal and Treaty Rights 2

How is every citizen in Alberta involved in a treaty? Those First Nations in Alberta who have signed treaty did so “nation to nation,” which involves and implicates all Canadian citizens to this day. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides information from a range of First Nations, Métis and Inuit individuals who speak about treaties and rights from their perspectives and experiences. For a sample from this resource, find out more about treaties, treaty areas, and Métis settlements in the Beginning Together section of Aboriginal and Treaty Rights topic area.
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	Healing Historical Trauma 1

Did you know that during the 1960s, in what is now called the “Sixties Scoop,” thousands of First Nations, Métis and Inuit children were adopted out to non-Aboriginal families, even families in other countries? Some of the most devastating effects of colonization of Indigenous Peoples included displacement from land, culture, language, ceremony and family. These connections were severed through forced relocation to foreign lands, attendance at Indian residential schools, and placement in non-Aboriginal adoptive homes. 
The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education provides interviews with individuals who discuss the residual effects and emotions from these traumas. By educating ourselves about these traumas, we can all move forward toward healing and building a positive future. For a sample from this resource, read about the historical events that were the primary causes of trauma in the charts in the Beginning Together section of the Healing Historical Trauma topic area.
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	Healing Historical Trauma 2

Many First Nations, Métis and Inuit students and communities are still adversely affected by intergenerational trauma resulting from residential schools. The last of many residential schools in Alberta closed in 1975, and so many First Nation, Métis and Inuit students are being raised by former residential school students. The more we educate ourselves about the traumas experienced at these residential schools, the better we will be able to understand and ensure the educational success of our First Nation, Métis and Inuit students. The digital resource Walking Together: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Perspectives in Curriculum from Alberta Education presents a variety of first-hand accounts of residential school experiences. For a sample from this resource, hear Nakoda Elder Sykes Powderface speak about residential schools in a video located in the Respecting Wisdom section of the Healing Historical Trauma topic area.
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Talking Together: Promotional Messages
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