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Task Hazard Analysis
Using an Axe

	NAT: NATURAL RESOURCES

	Wildlife

	task
	Using an Axe

	hazards
	Potential Hazards
	Possible Consequences

	Physical
	· lifting and handling loads

· repetitive motion

· slips, trips, and falls

· struck by or caught between axe and target

· vibration
	· musculoskeletal injuries

· contusions
· lacerations
· abrasions
· puncture wounds
· embedded objects
· amputations

	Chemical
	· cleaning agent
	· chemical burns

· skin irritation

· lung damage

· headache

· dizziness

· loss of consciousness

	Biological
	· bacteria/viruses
· blood

· body fluids
	· illness

	Ergonomic
	· poor or awkward posture

· repetitive motion

· manual handling of wood

· lack of muscular strength and/or endurance

· fit of tools and equipment

· vibration on strike
	· bodily injury

	Psychological
	· fatigue

· stress

· fear
	· anxiety

· inattentiveness

· poor morale

· increased illness

	Pre-operational Safety Checks

	· Inspect the work area for hazards. 

· Inspect tools, equipment, and materials for damage and other hazards. Never use an axe if the head and haft do not line up straight; if the haft is split, chipped, or otherwise damaged or broken; or if the head is loose.

· Inspect required PPE and replace if required.

· Report any hazards.

· Sharpen the axe using a round carborundum stone with oil. Start with a course stone and then finish with a fine stone. Keep fingers away from bit.
· Keep the axe head greased to prevent it from rusting, and moisturize the wooden handle regularly with linseed oil.


	Safe Work Procedure
	Cautions

	1. Put on all required PPE. Secure loose clothing. Remove jewellery.

2. Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions, precautions, and directions.

3. Follow the school safety policy.

4. Clear the ground nearby to protect students from trip hazards. 

5. Mark the chopping area, and make sure there are no overhanging branches, ropes, people, or other obstructions within three axe lengths of where the axe is being used. Only use an axe in a marked chopping area.

6. Always use a chopping block below the wood that is being chopped.  

7. Chop directly over the chopping block. The part to be cut should be resting on the block.

8. Plant feet firmly on the ground, shoulder width apart, when preparing to use the axe.

9. Stand square, with the log centred in front of you, when preparing to use the axe.

10. Lift the axe with both hands, firmly gripping haft.

11. Aim to hit the wood directly in the middle of the log.

12. Put strength behind the axe and use a downward motion to deliver the blow to wood being chopped.

13. If wood does not split, tap the log and embedded axe against the platform until the wood cracks right through. Do not withdraw the axe from the log and attempt to hit the log again in the same place.

14. Put away all tools, equipment, and materials in their proper storage areas. 

15. Clean the work area. 

16. Establish handwashing practices.
	· Keep the axe dry.

· Mask the axe when not in use.

· Keep fingers away from the bit when sharpening the axe.

· Replace a damaged haft with a new one; never attempt to repair it!

· Never use a blunt axe.

· Do not let the axe go into the ground.

· Never ask anyone to hold the wood you are cutting.

· Never use an axe when tired.

	REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATION IMMEDIATELY!

If an emergency occurs while completing any task or the tool or equipment malfunctions, shut off the power immediately, follow the lock-out procedure, and get help.
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