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Task Hazard Analysis
Using a Canoe

	NAT: NATURAL RESOURCES

	Wildlife

	task
	Using a Canoe

	hazards
	Potential Hazards
	Possible Consequences

	Physical
	· lifting and handling loads

· repetitive motion

· slips, trips, and falls

· moving parts: paddle and gunnel
	· musculoskeletal injuries

· contusions
· lacerations
· abrasions
· pinching

· drowning

	Chemical
	· cleaning agent
	· chemical burns

· skin irritation

· lung damage

· headache

· dizziness

· loss of consciousness

	Biological
	· bacteria/viruses
· blood

· body fluids
	· illness

	Ergonomic
	· repetitive motion

· lack of muscular strength, endurance, and/or flexibility

· poor posture when paddling, bailing, steering
	· bodily injury

	Psychological
	· fatigue

· stress

· fear
	· anxiety

· inattentiveness

· poor morale

· Increased illness

	Pre-operational Safety Checks

	· Inspect the work area for hazards. 

· Inspect tools, equipment, and materials for damage and other hazards. For example, check bailing devices, manual and electric bilge pumps, anchor, manual propelling devices (oars or paddles), axe, repair kit, life ring, fire extinguisher, and reboarding device.

· Inspect PPE and boat safety equipment and replace if required.

· Report any hazards.

· Different sizes and types of boats are required to carry different equipment. Check that you have all the required safety gear for the canoe. It is important to know the length of the canoe to determine required safety gear.

· Every canoe should have a bow line and a stern line.

· An emergency throw rope should be stored safely in each craft.

· Attach a whistle to the PFD or life jacket.

· Carry a waterproof first aid kit inside the canoe.

· Pack a quick repair kit (e.g., duct tape, sealant, and waterproof tape).

	Safe Work Procedure
	Cautions

	1. Put on all required PPE. Wear non-slip footwear.

2. Tie back long hair.

3. Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions, precautions, and directions.

4. Follow the school safety policy.

5. Follow operation guidelines described in the Competency of Operators of Pleasure Craft Regulations for the canoe, including safe transport, launch, boarding, operation, and docking.

6. Keep a low centre of gravity while paddling a canoe. Do not stand in a canoe.

7. Travel with a minimum of three people in two crafts.

8. Put away all tools, equipment, and materials in their proper storage areas. 

9. Clean the work area. 

10. Establish handwashing practices.
	· Operator must have a valid pleasure craft operator card on board at all times.

· A canoe is a round-bottom boat; therefore, a canoe rolls easily.

· Never test abilities and limits in unfamiliar waters.

· Store all ropes safely.

· Never tie paddles to the canoe.

· Never sit on the gunnels.

· Never stand in a canoe.

	REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATION IMMEDIATELY!

If an emergency occurs while completing any task or the tool or equipment malfunctions, shut off the power immediately, follow the lock-out procedure, and get help.


© 2013 Alberta Education
Page 1

[image: image1.png]