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Task Hazard Analysis
Using a Firearm

	NAT: NATURAL RESOURCES

	Wildlife

	task
	Using a Firearm

	hazards
	Potential Hazards
	Possible Consequences

	Physical
	· fire and explosion 

· lifting and handling loads

· noise

· pressure system

· repetitive motion

· loss of balance, slips, trips, and falls

· moving parts
	· death

· musculoskeletal injuries

· contusions
· lacerations
· abrasions
· pinching

· burns

· bleeding

· gunshot wounds
· hearing loss

· puncture wounds
· embedded objects

	Chemical
	· cleaning agent or solvent

· corrosive material

· combustible cleaning agents

· lead
	· chemical burns

· skin irritation

· lung damage

· headache

· dizziness

· loss of consciousness

· lead poisoning

	Biological
	· bacteria/viruses
· blood

· body fluids
	· illness

	Ergonomic
	· poor or awkward posture

· repetitive motion

· manual handling of materials

· lack of muscular strength, endurance, flexibility, and balance
	· bodily injury

	Psychological
	· fatigue

· stress

· fear
	· anxiety

· inattentiveness

· poor morale

· increased illness

	Pre-operational Safety Checks

	· Inspect work area for hazards. 
· Inspect tools, equipment, and materials for damage and other hazards.
· Inspect PPE and replace if required.

· Report any hazards.
· Transport and store firearms in accordance with Canada’s Firearms Act (http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.6).

	Safe Work Procedure
	Cautions

	1. Put on all required PPE. Wear proper (i.e., non-slip) footwear.

2. Secure loose clothing, and tie back long hair. Remove jewellery.

3. Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions, precautions, and directions. As each firearm has different safety mechanisms, individuals should use their firearms in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications and should contact individual manufacturers to obtain further information.
4. Follow the school safety policy.

5. Teach, transport, and store firearms in accordance with Canada’s Firearms Act (http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.6).
6. Only load the firearm where safe to do so, and only load immediately before intending to use the firearm.
7. Follow the vital four ACTS:
· Assume every firearm is loaded.

· Control the muzzle direction at all times.

· Trigger finger must be kept off the trigger and out of the trigger guard.

· See that the firearm is unloaded.

8. Use the PROVE steps to unload a firearm:

· Point the firearm in the safest available direction.

· Remove all cartridges.

· Observe the chamber.

· Verify the feeding path.

· Examine the boar.

9. Put away all tools, equipment, and materials in their proper storage areas. 
10. Clean the work area. 
11. Use proper hygiene. Establish handwashing practices.
	· Improper use of firearms may result in serious injury or death.

· Always use safe handling techniques.

· When loading, be sure nothing comes into contact with the trigger.

· Be sure of the target and beyond.

· Store firearms unloaded.

· Lock firearms in a cabinet, safe, or room that was built or modified specifically to store firearms safely.

· The storage cabinet, safe, or room must be difficult to break into.

· Attach a secure locking device, such as a trigger lock or a cable lock (or remove the bolt), so the firearm cannot be fired.

· Ammunition can either be stored separate from firearms or stored in the same locked gun cabinet/safe as the firearms if both the firearms and ammunition are secure.

	REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATION IMMEDIATELY!

If an emergency occurs while completing any task or the tool or equipment malfunctions, shut off the power immediately, follow the lock-out procedure, and get help.
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