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Task Hazard Analysis
Wearing a Personal Flotation Device

	NAT: NATURAL RESOURCES

	Wildlife

	task
	Wearing a Personal Flotation Device (PFD)

	hazards
	Potential Hazards
	Possible Consequences

	Physical
	· moving parts: buckles and zippers
	· contusions
· lacerations
· abrasions
· pinching

	Chemical
	· n/a
	· n/a

	Biological
	· n/a
	· n/a

	Ergonomic
	· poor or awkward posture when taking on or off
	· bodily injury

	Psychological
	· fatigue

· stress

· fear
	· anxiety

· inattentiveness

· poor morale

· increased illness

	Pre-operational Safety Checks

	· Inspect the work area for hazards. 

· Inspect tools, equipment, and materials for damage and other hazards. For example, check for broken buckles or broken zippers and other wear and tear. 

· Check to see that PFD is proper fit for size and weight of wearer.

· Check to see that PFD is approved by Transport Canada or the Canadian Coast Guard.

· Report any hazards and replace ripped or damaged PFD.

· Make sure that a working whistle is attached to the PFD.

· At the beginning of each season, test the buoyancy of the PFD by performing the following procedure:

· Put on and properly fit the PFD or life jacket.

· Wade into chest-deep water.

· Bend your knees and float onto your back. 

· Ensure the PFD or life jacket keeps your chin above the water and permits proper breathing.

	Safe Work Procedure
	Cautions

	1. Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions, precautions, and directions.

2. Follow the school safety policy.

3. Although a student should never enter a boat without wearing a PFD, it is valuable to have students be as familiar with PFDs as possible. Therefore, have students practise putting on a life jacket in water in a supervised area prior to any boating activities.

4. To practise putting on a life jacket in the water, follow these steps:

Spread the flotation device open with the inside facing up and out of the water and the neck facing towards you.

Extend your arms through the arm openings.
Lift your arms above your head.

Lie backwards and pull the flotation device around your upper body.

Fasten the zipper, straps, buckles, and/or ties to ensure a snug fit.

5. Put away all tools, equipment, and materials in their proper storage areas.

6. Clean the work area. 

7. Establish handwashing practices.
	· Approved status of PFDs is void if the flotation device has been damaged, altered, or repaired or if the label or stamp indicating approval is illegible. 

· Never use a PFD as a cushion, bumper, or fender.

· Never dry clean or use harsh chemicals to clean a PFD. To clean a PFD, wash with warm soapy water and rinse well.

· The PDF should be air dried but not in direct sunlight and away from heat sources.

· PFDs will not keep an unconscious person face up out of water.

	REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATION IMMEDIATELY!

If an emergency occurs while completing any task or the tool or equipment malfunctions, shut off the power immediately, follow the lock-out procedure, and get help.
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