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Task Hazard Analysis
Using a Knife

	NAT: NATURAL RESOURCES

	Wildlife

	task
	Using a Knife

	hazards
	Potential Hazards
	Possible Consequences

	Physical
	· repetitive motion

· blade

· vibration
	· death

· musculoskeletal injuries

· lacerations
· puncture wounds
· bleeding

· embedded objects
· repetitive motion injuries

	Chemical
	· n/a
	· n/a

	Biological
	· bacteria/viruses
· blood

· body fluids
	· illness

· infection

	Ergonomic
	· poor or awkward posture

· repetitive movement
	· bodily injury

	Psychological
	· fatigue

· stress
	· anxiety

· inattentiveness

· poor morale

· increased illness

	Pre-operational Safety Checks

	· Inspect the work area for hazards. 

· Inspect tools, equipment, and materials for damage and other hazards.

· Inspect PPE and replace if required.

· Report any hazards.

· Keep the knife clean and sharp.

	Safe Work Procedure
	Cautions

	1. Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions, precautions, and directions.

2. Follow the school safety policy.

3. The user should always cut away from, never toward, himself or herself.

4. Always cut on a cutting board or flat surface.

5. Place uniform downward pressure on the blade.

6. To safely hand someone else a knife, place the knife on a clean surface and have the other person pick it up.

7. Put away all tools, equipment, and materials in their proper storage areas. 

8. Clean the work area. 

9. Follow proper hygiene practices. Establish handwashing practices.
	· Only use the knife for the task for which it is made.

· Never touch the blade of a knife.

· When a knife needs to be washed, never leave it soaking in soapy water. Always set the knife beside the soapy water, where the person washing the knife can see it.

· Keep the knife sharpened. Sharpen using a round carborundum stone with oil.

· Always carry a knife with the point angled slightly away from the body.

· Keep the knife in its sheath when it is not being used. (For a pocket knife, close the blade when the knife is not being used.)

	REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATION IMMEDIATELY!

If an emergency occurs while completing any task or the tool or equipment malfunctions, shut off the power immediately, follow the lock-out procedure, and get help.
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