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Task Hazard Analysis
Using a Magnetic Compass

	NAT: NATURAL RESOURCES

	Wildlife

	task
	Using a Magnetic Compass

	hazards
	Potential Hazards
	Possible Consequences

	Physical
	· moving parts
	· pinching

	Chemical
	· n/a
	· n/a

	Biological
	· bacteria/viruses
· blood

· body fluids
	· illness

	Ergonomic
	· n/a
	· n/a

	Psychological
	· fatigue

· stress
	· inattentiveness

	Pre-operational Safety Checks

	· Inspect the work area for hazards. 

· Inspect tools, equipment, and materials for damage and other hazards.

· Report any hazards.

· Prior to going into the backcountry, always be sure to let someone know where you are going and when you will be back.

	Safe Work Procedure
	Cautions

	1. Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions, precautions, and directions.

2. Follow the school safety policy.

3. To find your direction of travel with a compass, keep the compass flat on the palm of the hand and close to the body at waist level.

4. Rotate the housing until the desired direction aligns with the direction of travel arrow on the baseplate.

5. Rotate the housing slightly to compensate for declination.

6. The user should hold the compass in front of him or her and turn until floating arrow tip lines up with the n on the housing.

7. Find your starting point and destination on the map, align the base plate with these two points, and rotate compass housing to align n and s with north and south on map.

8. Adjust for declination. Then the user should hold the compass in front of the body and turn until the floating arrow lines up with n on the housing.

9. Walk following direction of travel arrow.
10. Put away all tools, equipment, and materials in their proper storage areas. 

11. Establish handwashing practices.
	· Practise using the compass in local parks and areas prior to using your skills in the backcountry.

· Trust your compass.

· Keep all steel (e.g., a belt buckle) or magnetic material away from your compass!

	REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATION IMMEDIATELY!

If an emergency occurs while completing any task or the tool or equipment malfunctions, shut off the power immediately, follow the lock-out procedure, and get help.
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