Self-reflection: Understanding the Acquisition of 
English as an Additional Language 
	
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure

	I have had professional development in language acquisition.
	
	
	

	I can distinguish between social language (i.e., BICS) and academic language (i.e., CALP).
	
	
	

	I recognize communicative competence.
	
	
	

	I understand that language is acquired in a predictable sequence of stages.
	
	
	

	I can identify individual stages of English language acquisition.
	
	
	

	I understand key concepts of acquiring an additional language, including that
· people are born with innate language processing abilities
	
	
	

	· knowledge, skills, and understandings from the home language can transfer to the new language in positive and negative ways
	
	
	

	· people learning additional languages draw from and build upon a common base of language understanding that can be used for learning any additional language
	
	
	

	· academic language (CALP) is required when learning more complex subject-matter
	
	
	

	· academic language (CALP) takes longer to acquire than social language (BICS)
	
	
	

	I understand factors that influence how English language learners learn is related to

· social environment (e.g., social setting, situational factors)
	
	
	

	· learning environment (e.g., teacher’s  promotion and support of the home language, provision of explicit language instruction, use of appropriate instructional and assessment strategies, provision of child/student-centred learning supports)
	
	
	

	· characteristics and traits (e.g., age, attitude, motivation, personality)
	
	
	

	· skills and experiences (e.g., knowledge and use of other languages, use of learning strategies, prior knowledge, limited formal schooling)
	
	
	

	Notes:
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