Planning Guide: Equality and Inequality

Sample Activity 3: Using a Mathematical Balance Scale

This T‑shaped scale has numbers one through ten down each side of the arm from the pivotal point. Underneath the numbers are pegs. Some have plastic numbers that vary in size and thus mass to hang on each side. So if you hung a seven on one side, to balance the arm of the scale you would need to place a three and a four, or a two and a five or a one and a six on the other side. Other versions have rectangular plastic weights that are hung under the appropriate number. For example, if you have a weight hung on one side from the three and the five, to balance them you need a weight hung under the eight on the opposite side. These scales are a very worthwhile investment for students in grades one and two who are investigating the concept of equalities and inequalities. There are also activity books available to go with them that have ideas for their use appropriate for students from grades 2 through 8. If you can access one of these scales, show it to the students and develop some equalities and inequalities using it. Connect those you make to the corresponding pictorial and symbolic representations. 












































7 + 5 = 2 + 10 
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