Planning Guide: Equality and Inequality

Sample Activity 7: Translating Symbolic and Pictorial to Concrete

In most of the lessons, the progression is from concrete to pictorial and then symbolic. Students are seldom asked to work in other directions. It is helpful for students to have to translate other ways. Give the students some equalities and inequalities and ask them to show them in pictorial form. As the students work on their pictorial representations, move around the class, asking each student to use manipulatives to show you one in concrete form. Alternatively, you could invite the students to a centre where there is a balance pan scale and a variety of manipulatives. Ask them to demonstrate one of the equalities and one of the inequalities. This will help students develop flexibility in translating between all three forms: concrete, pictorial and symbolic. 
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