Planning Guide: Equality and Inequality

Sample Activity 8: 
Reasoning with Pattern Block Equalities and Inequalities

For students who need more challenge, use the equivalencies of the pattern blocks to make interesting problems for them to solve and allow them to use the balance pan scale as needed. Ask the students to write their explanations of why these groups are equalities or inequalities. Three green triangles are equivalent to one red trapezoid. Two red trapezoids are equivalent to one yellow hexagon. Present the students with problems such as:

1. Are 6 green triangles equal or not equal to a yellow hexagon? Explain your reasoning.

2. Are 2 red trapezoids equal or not equal to a 5 green triangles? Explain your reasoning.

3. Are 4 red trapezoids equal or not equal to 2 yellow hexagons? Explain your reasoning.

4. Are 10 green triangles equal or not equal to 2 yellow hexagons? Explain your reasoning.
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