Planning Guide: Increasing Patterns

Sample Activity 4: 
Create an Increasing Pattern, and Explain the Pattern Rule (Specific Outcome 2, Achievement Indicator e)
1.
Have the students create increasing patterns with flat toothpicks glued onto coloured construction paper or tagboard. Have them describe their pattern rule on the back or under their pattern covered with a flap of paper. Share them with the class and see if the class can figure out the rules.

2.
Ask the students to create a booklet of increasing patterns that they have made with manipulatives or numerals and record the rules on the backside of the page on which each pattern is illustrated.

Ongoing assessment:

By examining the students' growing pattern booklets, you can identify those students who are having difficulty with the concept of increasing patterns. You should also be able to note the level of sophistication of their growing patterns and the language used to describe them. This assessment alone should tell you which of your students understand the concept and can create and describe increasing patterns. The rubric for creating and describing increasing patterns found under assessment in this planning guide can be used as you evaluate their booklets. 

3.
Building Behind the Shield described in 1c could accomplish this outcome as long as the students are asked to explain their pattern rules.

4.
Making sets of cards for the number machine in number three is another way students have created increasing patterns. If they have to present them with an explanation of their rule, they will have met this criterion.




















































www.LearnAlberta.ca 

Page 1 of 1
© 2008 Alberta Education

