Planning Guide: Measurement

Sample Activity 8: Ordering (Seriating)

Students can work in small groups or individually to measure and compare various linear measures of items to be compared, including some curved surfaces. This could be done with all students measuring simultaneously or in a rotation to a centre. Be sure the activity sheet requires them to order some of the items in ascending order and others in descending order so that students become accustomed to checking which they were asked to do.













































Look For (


Do students:


measure all the items with the same nonstandard unit?


pay attention to whether the task asks for ascending or descending order?


measure items relatively accurately without careless gaps or overlap?


select appropriate nonstandard units?


have techniques for measuring curved surfaces?
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