Planning Guide: Capacity

Sample Activity 3: Making a Calibrated or Graduated Beaker

This activity adapted from W. George Cathcart, Yvonne M. Pothier and James H. Vance, Learning Mathematics in Elementary and Middle Schools (2nd ed.) (Scarborough, ON: Prentice Hall Allyn and Bacon Canada, 1997), p. 218. Used with permission of Pearson Canada.

Have the students make their own calibrated or graduated beaker by placing a strip of masking tape along the length of a tall, clear glass. Then have the students mark with a felt pen the water level for 1, 2, 3 and 4 smaller containers. Suggest that they use their calibrated beaker to find the capacity of various containers using this nonstandard unit for measuring capacity.  
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