Planning Guide: Multiplying and Dividing Whole Numbers

Sample Activity 1: Four Corner Strategy


Draw on prior knowledge by reviewing multiplication and division problems. Emphasize the connections among the story problems, the models/diagrams, the number sentences and the personal strategies used in calculations. 

Have the students divide a page into four sections to make graphic organizers and label them as follows:

Four Corner Strategy

	Story Problem
	Models/Diagrams



	Number Sentence
	Personal Strategy




Present the students with a problem or a number sentence involving multiplication or division, such as:

· A ribbon that is 285 cm long is divided into 5 equal parts. What is the length of each part?

· 5   ×        =  285 

Have the students complete the graphic organizer by writing the story problem or the number sentence in one corner and filling in the other corners appropriately.

Adaptations:

· Students work in groups and fill in the graphic organizer on large chart paper that can be displayed and discussed with other students and the whole class.

· Use different labels for the four corners of the graphic organizer, such as "word problem," "number sentence," "estimation" and "personal strategy." 

· Have the students interpret the remainder if it exists for each of the division problems.














































Look For (


Do students:


exhibit flexibility in writing number sentences in more than one way to show the relationship between multiplication and division?  


clearly explain their personal strategies and adjust them through discussion to make them more efficient?


create problems to illustrate number sentences as well as write number sentences for problems?
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