Planning Guide: Multiplying and Dividing Whole Numbers

Sample Activity 2: Whole, the Number of Groups or the Quantity in Each Group


This activity adapted from Sue Willis et al., First Steps in Mathematics: Operation Sense—Operations, Computations, and Patterns and Algebra. Canadian Edition, p. 37. Pearson Professional Learning, 2006. Reprinted by permission of: STEPS Professional Development on behalf of Department of Education and Training, Western Australia. Copyright ( Department of Education and Training, Western Australia.
Draw on prior knowledge by reviewing multiplication and division problems. Guide discussion to whether the numbers in the problems and the unknown refer to the whole, the number of groups or the quantity in each group. Have the students solve the problems and explain their thinking. 

Problem examples:

· How many different single-scoop ice cream cones can be made with 4 different kinds of cones and 125 different flavours of ice cream? 

· Star practises the piano each day for 75 minutes. How long does she practise the piano in 2 weeks?

· You travelled 584 km in 4 days. If you travelled the same distance each day, how far did you travel each day?
· You have 130 flowers to put into bouquets of 8 flowers each. How many bouquets can you make with these flowers?













































Look For (


Do students:


correctly label the numbers in each problem as the whole, the number of groups or the quantity in each group?  


identify whether the whole, the number of groups or the quantity in each group is not known in the problem?


solve the problems and justify why the solution is correct? 
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