Planning Guide: Volume

Sample Activity 1: Shapes Made from Plasticine
Provide the students with two equal amounts of Plasticine; e.g., two congruent strips of Plasticine. Emphasize that the two strips of Plasticine contain the same amount of Plasticine. Have them mold the Plasticine into two different objects that have different shapes. Ask them if they think these two different objects occupy the same amount of space or have the same volume. Have the students immerse each of the objects in a graduated cylinder, record the water levels for each immersion and note their differences if any. Through discussion, have the students generalize that changing the shape of an object does not change the amount of space that the object occupies.














































Look For … 


Do students:


state without hesitation that rearranged objects have the same volume as before the rearrangement?


explain why the rearrangement of objects results in objects with the same volume?
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