Planning Guide: Volume

Sample Activity 2: Shapes Made from Cubes

Provide the students with sugar cubes. Have them divide the sugar cubes into two equal groups and make two different structures using half the sugar cubes in each structure. Ask the students if the two structures they created occupy the same amount of space; i.e., have the same volume. Guide discussion so that students count the number of sugar cubes in each structure and therefore understand that the two different structures occupy the same amount of space.
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