Planning Guide: Volume

Sample Activity 3: Estimate–Measure–Estimate–Measure Sequences

This activity adapted from John A. Van de Walle and LouAnn H. Lovin, Teaching Student-Centered Mathematics: Grades 3–5, 1e (p. 280). Published by Allyn and Bacon, Boston, MA. Copyright © 2006 by Pearson Education. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.
Select pairs of objects that are related or close in measure but not the same; e.g., two boxes of different sizes. Have the students estimate the volume of the first object and then measure its volume using standard units of measure. Then have the students estimate the volume of the second object and check the estimate by measuring its volume. With this sequence of estimate and then measure, students have practised applying their knowledge about estimating the volume of one object to estimating the volume of another object and thereby improve their estimating skills.
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