Planning Guide: Working with Decimal Numbers

Sample Activity 2: Personal Strategies

This activity adapted from John A. Van de Walle, LouAnn H. Lovin, Teaching Student-Centered Mathematics: Grades 5–8, 1e (pp. 125–126). Published by Allyn and Bacon, Boston, MA. Copyright ( 2006 by Pearson Education. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.
Provide the students with a sum involving numbers that have a different number of decimal places; e.g., 74.34 + 0.289 + 5.1. Have the students estimate the sum first and explain their thinking. Then have them calculate the sum by devising a method that will work for the sum of any decimals. Finally, have the students share their strategies for computation and test them on other computations involving decimals to thousandths.
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