Planning Guide: Angles and Triangles

Sample Activity 11: Congruency
Provide students with a variety of cutout polygons, including triangles, some congruent and some not congruent. Have them sort the polygons into groups and explain their sorting rule. Encourage students to sort the shapes in more than one way and to share their sorting rules.  

Highlight the examples in which students match congruent polygons by superimposing one over the other. Explain that the term used to describe two polygons that fit perfectly over each other is congruent. Through discussion, have students verbalize the essential characteristics of congruent shapes; i.e., the shapes must have the same size and shape, which means that the corresponding sides are the same length and the corresponding angles are the same size.
















Look For …


Do students:


demonstrate flexibility by sorting the 2-D shapes in more than one way?


communicate clearly their sorting rules?


critique sorting rules described by others?


focus on highlighted sorting rules that involve congruency and superimpose the 2-D shapes to determine congruency?


apply the concept of congruency to other geometric situations?
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