Planning Guide: Angles and Triangles

Sample Activity 7: What Is My Shape?

Draw various polygons, including a variety of triangles, one on each sticky label. Place one label on the back of each student. Present the following problem to students. 

Problem

Students identify the shape on the label on their backs by asking questions with the following guidelines:

· Ask only two questions of any one student. Then move on to another student.

· The questions must have a "yes" or "no" answer.

· There are four possible answers to a question:

–
Yes

–
No

–
I don't understand; please ask it another way.

–
I don't know how to answer that.

Instruct students to move the label from the back to the front when they have correctly identified the triangle.  

Model some questioning strategies, as needed, and provide guidance, as necessary. 

Extensions
· Ask students to find a partner whose triangle matches theirs in some way. Share the matches with the class and have students explain their thinking.

· Instruct students to form groups and explain their rule for grouping. For example, one group may say, "Our triangles all have two sides congruent." 

(Alberta Education 2006, pp. 31–33)
















Look For …


Do students:


ask questions about the properties of their mystery shape?


use an answer from one question to guide the next question?


correctly answer the questions asked of them?


draw a diagram of their mystery shape to apply the knowledge they obtained through questioning their classmates?
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