Planning Guide: Improper Fractions and Mixed Numbers

Sample Activity 9: Choose, Explain, Test  

Provide students with two fractions, such as 
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 and   Ask them to decide which fraction is greater and to justify their answer by using any strategy they wish to use. Encourage students to use concrete materials, such as fraction strips or fraction circles, rather than drawings because drawings are often inaccurate and may lead to false conclusions. Other strategies could include using benchmarks or equivalent fractions  

(Van de Walle and Lovin 2006, p. 77).




































Look For (


Do students:


apply strategies for ordering proper fractions to ordering mixed numbers and improper fractions?


use a variety of strategies to order fractions?


communicate clearly which fraction is greater by using precise mathematical language?


think flexibly by using strategies to order fractions described by other students?


think critically to evaluate strategies used by other students to order fractions?
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