Planning Guide: Ratio and Percent

Sample Activity 3: Comparing Percents


Provide students with hundredths grids.

Give the following problem to students to stimulate thinking about the need to have the same whole when comparing percents just as there is a need to have the same whole when comparing fractions. Do not prompt students. Let them explore the situation, discuss the answers and then make a generalization.

Problem

Fifty percent of Sam's pets are fish. Twenty percent of Susie's pets are fish. Who has more fish? Explain.  

Sample Solution:

It depends on how many pets each person has. If each person has the same number of pets, Sam has more fish.

(Small 2009, p. 81)


Encourage students to create real-world problems that compare percents.







Look For (


Do students:


critique real-world percent situations and justify their answers? 


connect comparing fractions with comparing percents; i.e., the whole must be the same when making comparisons?


connect concrete, pictorial and symbolic representations when comparing percents?


create real-world situations in which percents are compared?
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