Planning Guide: Fractions

Sample Activity 3: 
Using Patterns to Understand the Multiplication of  Fractions

When multiplying a whole number by a fraction, we could use the following pattern:

8 × 4 = 32

8 × 2 = 16

8 × 1 = 8
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This pattern can be extended to include other fraction products and ultimately to a generalization about multiplying fractions.

Instructional suggestion: Have the students use another set of numbers to see if a pattern develops and then have them develop a rule for multiplying fractions using their own words. 
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