Planning Guide: Surface Area and Volume

Sample Activity 2: Surface Area of Rectangular and Triangular Prisms

· Supply the students with nets of rectangular and triangular prisms—either photocopies of nets or a variety of cardboard boxes, such as cereal boxes, cracker boxes, Toblerone boxes.

· Have the students find the areas of the nets showing all calculations.














































Look For …


Do students:


recognize that the surface area of the rectangular prism is found by adding the areas of the six rectangular faces together?


recognize that the surface area of the triangular prism is found by calculating the area of the two triangular faces and the three rectangular faces and adding them together?
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