Planning Guide: Surface Area and Volume

Sample Activity 3: Surface Area of a Cylinder
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Supply the students with nets of cylinders or round cardboard containers, such as cocoa cans or potato chip containers.

· Have the students measure and find the surface area of the cylinder net.

· Have the students try to develop a formula for calculating the surface area of a cylinder.














































Look For …


Do students:


recognize that the net of the cylinder is made of two circles and a rectangle?


recognize that the base of the rectangle is the circumference of the circle and that the height of the rectangle is the height of the prism?


recognize that the area of the rectangle can be calculated by finding the circumference of the circle multiplied by the height of the cylinder?


recognize that the formula for finding the surface area of a cylinder is: � EMBED Equation.3  ���?
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