Planning Guide: Linear Equations

Sample Activity 8:
Representing an Area Question with 
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A rectangle has an area of 15.3 cm2. The length is 5.1 and the width is x. Show at least three different ways to write this equation. Ask students to solve each equation.
Have students share their equations and discuss which equations correctly represent the problem.

Possible correct equations:
· 5.1x = 15.3

· 
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 = 5.1, x ≠ 0

· 
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Ask students to:
· share the steps for their solutions

· discuss why all equations that represent the problem arrive at the same solution

· discuss why x ≠ 0 is included for the second sample solution.
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