Planning Guide: Rational Numbers and Square Roots

Sample Activity 2: Comparing and Ordering Rational Numbers 

The following activity connects students' understanding of comparing and ordering positive fractions to comparing and ordering rational numbers.

Use the digits 1 through 9 to write as many positive and negative proper and improper fractions as you can. Both the numerators and denominators should be single digits. Make a list of the fractions you compose.

Part A

Order your fractions on a number line from least to greatest.

Answer the following questions:

· Which fractions are less than –1?

· Which fractions are between –1 and 0?

· Which fractions are between 0 and 1?

· Which fractions are greater than 1?

Part B

Write each fraction as a decimal.

Use the decimals to check the accuracy of your number line.














































Look For (


Do students:


reduce fractions when possible?


have a strategy to compare the size of fractions with different denominators?
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