Planning Guide: Rational Numbers and Square Roots

Sample Activity 7: Dividing Rational Numbers

You can divide rational numbers by applying what you have learned about dividing integers, decimals and fractions.

How do you divide integers?  –5 ÷ 2 = ? or –5 ÷ –2 = ?

How do you divide decimals? 4.2 ÷ 0.6 = ?
How do you divide fractions? 
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Describe how the following examples are the same and how they are different? Then, write a summary.
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7.5 ÷ 0.5 = 15


–7.5 ÷ 0.5 = –15

–7.5 ÷ –0.5 = 15
Discussion

· Have students summarize their procedures for dividing rational numbers.

· Discuss with students how their knowledge of dividing integers, decimals and fractions allowed them to learn how to divide rational numbers.

· Since integers, fractions and decimals are rational numbers, the rules for dividing rational numbers are the same.
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