Planning Guide: Single Variable Linear Inequalities

Sample Activity 1: Tilt or Balance  

(Van de Walle and Lovin 2006, p. 279)
This activity has students begin to see the similarities and differences between equalities and inequalities.

Draw a two-pan balance like the one below:
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· Should this model tilt or balance? Why?

· Can you write a mathematics statement to illustrate the situation?
· How might you make it balance?
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· What values of n will make this model tilt or balance? Explain?

· Write a mathematics statement to illustrate each situation.

· Explain how an equality is different from an inequality.
This last group of questions should help students see that an inequality can have multiple solutions, while an equality will have a single solution.   
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