Planning Guide: Numbers 1 to 10

Learning Activities

Sample Activities for Teaching Number

1.
Show Me the Number

Give each student a ten frame and 10 counters. Have students show you different numbers from one to ten. You might say the number or write the numeral on the board and then have students display the number in the ten frame. Repeat with different examples.

2.
Subitize

Display a ten frame on the overhead projector and after three seconds cover it. Ask students to sketch, on an empty ten frame, what they saw and then write the corresponding numeral. Repeat with different examples.

3.
Part to Part to Whole Relationships

Give students two different coloured sticker dots and ask them to make different dot plates of numbers, using the two different colours; e.g., they might show eight dots, with five red and three yellow. Ask them to share with the class the different ways they made the number. This helps students become familiar with part-to-part-to-whole relationships for numbers up to 10.

4.
Stand Up

Line up10 students in front of the class, each sitting on a chair. Then have them stand according to your instructions. Ask seven students to stand. Get the class to help the lineup know when they have seven. Next have them sit. Then ask for two more than five 


to stand. Have the class help again. Ask, "What number is that?" Repeat for different numbers, sometimes asking for the number directly, sometimes asking in combinations, such as two more than three or one less than five. Then ask for three boys and four girls to stand. Always ask, after each statement, "What number is that?"

5.
Food Graph


Read the story The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. The caterpillar in this story enjoyed many foods. Prepare a large graph with the foods the caterpillar ate (include photographs of the food). Give each student a small sticky note. Have them write their names on the sticky notes, then place the sticky notes on the area of the graph that shows their favourite food. When everyone has placed a sticky note on the graph, ask graph questions; e.g., "What food was chosen the most/least? How many apples were chosen?" You can also graph the exact items the caterpillar ate and do a direct correspondence to the story. 


For an activity based on number word recognition for this story, visit http://www.swlauriersb.qc.ca/english/edservices/pedresources/webquest/caterpillar/caterpillar.htm.

.
6.
Unifix Cube Riddles

Ask each student to get 10 unifix cubes in the following configuration: five red, three green and two yellow. Students can work in pairs to solve the following riddles.

· I have three red cubes and three green cubes. How many cubes do I have?

· I have two yellow cubes and the same number of red cubes. How many cubes do I have?

· I have eight cubes altogether. There are five red cubes and the rest are green. How many cubes are green?

· I have two green cubes and some red cubes. I have two more red cubes than green cubes. (Allow students to figure this part out before proceeding). How many cubes do I have? 

· I have five red cubes. There is one more green cube. How many green cubes do I have?

· Remember, I have five red cubes. I have one less yellow cube than red cubes. How many yellow cubes do I have?

7.
Spatial Arrangements

Provide students with paper plates and coloured dot stickers or something else to glue onto the plates. Have them make different spatial arrangements for the numbers between one and ten. 

Some examples for eight might be:
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8.
Counting Triangles and Hexagons

Have students work in pairs. Give each pair six green triangles and six yellow hexagons. Ask them to identify what is the same about each set and what is different. This will help them see that number is not related to the size of the objects. On the overhead projector, set out six counters. Ask students, "How many are being displayed?" Rearrange the counters so that they are either closer together or more spread out. Ask students, "How many are being displayed?" Follow-up by asking, "How do you know?" each time.

9.
Ten Frames and Counters

Give each student a ten frame and 10 counters. Have all students show you the number nine with five counters in the top row and four in the bottom, filling from left to right. Now ask students what they will do to display the number six. Ask them, "Will you remove or add counters to the ten frame?" Once students have answered and then acted on it, have them record what they produced in a blank ten frame and write the numeral beside the ten frame they coloured in. Display their work on the board, identifying which ones are the same and which ones are different. Hopefully, you will see different ways of displaying six. If not, produce some ten frames that look different. This can be repeated, starting with any number up to 10, having students either remove or add counters.


































Look For …


Do students:


identify the correct number?


work as a group to figure out the right number of students?








Look For …


Do students:


show the correct number both when you write it and say it?
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