Planning Guide: Subitizing

Learning Activities

Sample Activities for Teaching Number Sense

1.
Pie Plate Numbers

On small paper pie plates, write a numeral for each student between one and five. Hand out several stickers to each student with one or two of the pie plates. Have the student place the corresponding number of stickers on each plate.

Gradually, over a few days, hand out pie plates with a numeral and corresponding number word, having students add the corresponding number of stickers. Eventually, have students add stickers to a blank pie plate and get them to write down the correct numeral and number word.

2.
Subitize

Place between one and five discs on the glass of the overhead projector and cover them. Have students look at the screen and uncover the discs for a few seconds only. Then ask students to tell you how many discs they saw. Repeat with different numbers and different arrangements for each number.

3.
Physical Numbers

Take students outside and have them line up in a row facing you. Ask them to count while moving three steps forward then four steps backward and so on. Clap between one and five times and ask them how many times you clapped. Ask them to say the number sometimes and at other times ask them to repeat the number of claps. You can do the same things with stomping or jumping jacks.

4.
Number Chairs

Put five chairs at the front of the room. Have five students line up in front of the chairs. As the whole class counts from one to five, students sit down one at a time. Then have the class count backward from five to one. As each number is counted, students stand up one at a time.

5.
Roll the Die

In pairs, students roll a single die and after each turn at rolling the die, the student places the corresponding number of manipulatives (cubes) in a cup. Students take turns rolling the die. Each student tries to fill his or her own cup. At the end of the game, they can count the number of objects in the cup.

6.
Five Frames

Using a five frame, have students identify the number of dots at a glance. Alternatively, have each student, or a pair of students, use a five frame. When you place a number on the board, have students place the corresponding number of counters in their five frames. 

7.
Spatial Arrangements


Provide students with paper plates and coloured dot stickers. Have them make different spatial arrangements for the numbers between one and five; e.g.,

Some examples for four might be:
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Look For …


Do students:


identify the number at a glance, without slowly counting what they see?








Look For …


Do students:


add the correct number of stickers to each pie plate?
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